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on " ties of blood and friendship " and other
" marks of favour and esteem/5 and Nelson was
of the lucky ones, especially when it is remembered
that he served much of his sea time during peace,
when employment of any sort was most difficult
to obtain. Quite apart from this, he had received
an excellent professional training, having been
well grounded in navigation and seamanship and
having visited the East Indies,, West Indies and
Arctic under captains specially chosen for him
by his uncle. He had so far been in " happy
ships " and                escaped the petty quarrels
bom of arrogance, incompetence and discontent,
so prevalent in the Navy of the eighteenth century.
When once promoted to the " post-list," an
officer of Nelson's time, if young; enough3 could
look forward with some certainty to becoming a
officer, provided that Ms life and health were
spared, since promotion to the fiag-Hst was by
seniority on the captains3 list- Should the
Admiralty wish to advance a particular captain
to flag rank, all captains senior to him had also
to be promoted and automatically retired. When
Nelson eventually received his flag Ms immediate
senior on the list was twenty-four years older
than himself.
Captain Suckling having already died
his promotion. Nelson was left to make Ms career
unaided, the Walpole influence being now on
the decline.   France and Spain had joined the
war and Nelson was kept busy For a          in
organising the defences of Port Royal, Jamaica,
against a threatened attack by dsEstaing,
the                       came in from a cruise,
he took her to sea and captured four prizes.